YRHOA Board Meeting

27 October 2012

The Yoakum Run Home Owners Association Board wishes every member a Happy Holiday Season and a Happy, Successful and Prosperous New Year.
**Important Note: Please open our website www.yoakumrun.com and review your data on the Microsoft Excel spreadsheet in the member area of the page.   Please note password is required for private pages (password is yrhoa2011).  Please review your information to include email(s), phone numbers, and addresses so that we may be able to reach you. If you have changes, please send an email to robertjcherry@verizon.net so that he can correct the members’ list.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE
Board Members Present:  Bob Rubenstein, John Plunkett, Bob Cherry, Barb Foster, Chris Smith
Also attending:  Bob Foster
Bob R  called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 AM.
The Board wishes to extend a hearty welcome to the newest member of our community, Jan Seligman (2506 Timberline Road).

Treasurer’s Report:

--Checkbook Balance:






$45,970.45

--Expenses since Annual Meeting:



--Tom Preston, CPA





$      550.00

-- Cincinnati Insurance





$   1,044.00

-- General Liability Insurance




Bill not yet received.

-- WV Income Tax





$        49.00

-- Domenick Signs (New House #s and Touch-up)


$   1,405.00

-- Tucker County Personal Property Tax



$        50.52

-- Steve Thompson (yard debris removal) 


$  1,590.00

--Accounts Receivable:

--Washers (8 Yoakum Run Road) Quarterly Invoice

$  1,405.00

--Taxes:


Federal Taxes were $79.00, but with carryover from Tax Year 2011, no payment was made, and there is a further carryover credit this year of $72.00, which will be applied to next year’s tax return.

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report and seconded.

Old Business:

Drainage: After research and considerable deliberation, the Board has determined that a project to re-ditch and improve the drainage situation may require greater expertise than we have.  Hence, the Board will seek the service of a qualified person to evaluate the drainage situation and recommend approaches to resolve the current situation.   If any member has experience or interest in being involved with this project, please send an email to President Bob Rubenstein.
Timberline Utilities has requested a rate increase and it is before the Public Service Commission, on which Commissioner Ryan Palmer sits.  There are three commissioners.  Members can question the rationale for the increase.   Among other issues is the increase in the amount of chemicals being used to treat the water, and how usage for equivalent dwelling units (EDU) is calculated.  However, specifics are lacking.

Fire Pits: Covenant #20 is very clear regarding open fires and the requirement for fire pits to be covered with a mesh screen to inhibit sparks.  This year has been particularly dangerous for fires, due to the very severe drought conditions.  Members attending the annual meeting affirmed the requirement that all homeowners must have fire screens if they have a fire pit or stone fire ring.

New Business:

The Board referred to the recent notice that advised all members to place tree limbs, etc. that had fallen over the winter next to the road so that Steve Thompson could collect them.  The Board determined that the members’ collection period would begin at the beginning of July each year and contractor collection of the debris would begin near the end of the month.  The Association would fund the community clean-up.
The question about trash pickup was broached and after discussion it was decided that this should not be an Association responsibility.  Subsequent research revealed that Sunrise Trash Haulage comes into the community on each Tuesday and the cost for pickup is $30.00 per month. Tags are issued by the hauler to be affixed to each bag to ensure that non-participants do not try to use the service.  However, resident members have noted that weekend tenants have sometimes left trash bags curbside without a Sunday pickup service and that prior to Tuesday, the animals have scattered the trash.  The other issue is bears and how to keep them and other critters from breaking into containers.  If members wish to consider using a bin, it must be solidly constructed so as to keep the bears and other animals out. 

Approval for a trash bin needs to be obtained from the Architectural Review Committee.

The Board noted that the transition to electronic notification appears to have been successful.  Henceforth, communications, with exceptions of the annual meeting notice, proxy statements and invoices for HOA fees, will be sent electronically via email (and also on the website www.yoakumrun.com ).  All homeowners are requested to reconfirm their email addresses and email any corrections to Bob Cherry, our web administrator.  
PASSWORD:  yrhoa2011 (Please note passwords are case specific)

As a continuing discussion topic, the Board noted that many of the issues raised take a considerable amount of research and phone calls to collect necessary information, such as the research on the Public Service Commission website regarding water issues as well as gas.  The Board requests members who have a community issue may wish to volunteer to form a committee with other members to research the issue and develop recommendations and alternatives to present to the Board.

With regard to the ongoing water drainage issues, John Plunkett will call the Fire Department to blow out the culverts to improve water flow.

As noted previously, the following members are reminded to address the following issues:

-Mary McGowan:  Outside TV antenna mount still present; Fire pit - no fire screen.

-Joel Clark: Fire pit - no apparent fire screen.

-Pete Iquinto:  New house numbers are not visible from the road.

-Ted Senator:  TV Antenna remains.

For the safety and protection of all of our homes, those who have fire pits are encouraged to either remove the pit or get a fire screen spark arrester.  

Street Signage: The Board will purchase two white letters on blue background street signs for Yoakum Run Road, as required by the County.

The corner of Yoakum Run Road and the Kauffman’s lot continues to need landscaping to improve the appearance.  The Board approved up to $250.00 to enhance the landscaping and appearance of the corner.

Tree Trimming:  The Board discussed the possibility of renting a bucket truck to enable members to trim the branches overhanging the road as a canopy.

The Board noted that snow plowing will cost $2,350.00 this year, the first half of which will be paid in November 2012 and the second half in February 2013.  This fee includes road plowing from the November 15 through April 15.

The next meeting of the Board will be on 2 February 2013 and will convene at 9:00 AM at Bob Rubenstein’s home (198 Yoakum Run Road).
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